
Information About AP Psychology 
 

AP Psychology is a journey that will lead to understanding the systematic and scientific study of behavior and 
mental processes of human beings and animals.   
 
Course Objectives: 
Students will… 

• prepare to pass the AP Psychology Exam in May. 
• co-construct their learning with other students. 
• define and use key psychological terms. 
• learn the basic skills of psychological research. 
• apply psychological concepts to their own lives and hypothetical examples. 
• develop critical thinking skills 
• build their reading, writing, independent learning, and collaboration skills. 

 
Units of study: 

 The History of Psychology, Research Methods and Statistics 
 Neuroscience (the neuron, the brain, the nervous system) 
 Sensation and Perception (our senses and how we perceive the world around us) 
 Learning (how we learn behaviors) 
 States of Consciousness (sleep, hypnosis, the effects of drugs)  
 Cognition (memory and problem solving) 
 Motivation, Emotion, Stress and Health 
 Developmental Psychology (human development from birth to death) 
 Personality 
 Abnormal Psychology (Psychological Disorders) and Therapy 
 Social Psychology (how humans interact with others) 
 Economics 

 
What is expected in AP Psychology: 
 

1. KEEP UP WITH THE ASSIGNED READING.  You are responsible for concepts contained in 
the assigned reading whether or not we cover them through a class lecture or activity. You will be 
assigned 40-60 pages every 2-3 week unit of study. 

2. CHECK MOODLE REGULARLY for readings and assignments. 
3. You will be expected to complete 20-40 essential vocabulary flashcards for each unit.  

Understanding new vocabulary and having the ability to apply psychological terms is essential to 
your success with this course.  Vocabulary flashcards will be collected for grading on the test day of 
each unit.   

4. Complete your “Major Psychologists” table during every unit.  You will be expected to 
complete information on 15-20 famous psychologists each quarter.  This is collected and graded and 
the end of each quarter. 

5. Assessments:  At the conclusion of each unit an exam including 35-45 multiple choice questions 
and 1-3 free response questions will be given.  A multiple choice cumulative exam will be given at 
the end of each quarter.  Announced or unannounced quizzes may be given at any time during the 
year.  If you are absent on test day, the make-up test will be proctored at 6:30 AM the following 
day.  Doctor note is required if you are unable to make the make-up due to illness.  If you are going 
to be absent on test day, communication MUST be made prior. 

 
 

 


